Objectives-This report presents detailed pregnancy rates for 1996 and 1997 to update a recently published comprehensive report on pregnancies and pregnancy rates for U.S. women.
Introduction
The estimated pregnancy rate for U.S. women fell in 1997 to 103.7 pregnancies per 1,000 women aged 15-44 years, the lowest level in more than 20 years. The rate has dropped about 1.5 percent per year during the 1990's (table 1) .
An estimated 6, 192 ,000 pregnancies ended in 1997, down 9 percent from the 1990 peak. The 1997 total included 3.88 million live births, 1 .33 million induced abortions, and 0.98 million fetal losses (table 2) . This report includes data by age, race and Hispanic origin, and by marital status through 1997 and updates a comprehensive report on pregnancies and pregnancy rates published in 2000 with data through 1996 (1). A consistent series of pregnancy rates for the United States is available beginning in 1976.
Details of sources and methods of estimation are presented in the earlier report (1) . Briefly, the statistics for live births are based on complete counts of births provided by every State to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's (CDC) National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) through the Vital Statistics Cooperative Program of the National Vital Statistics System (2). Estimates of induced abortions are from abortion surveillance information collected from States by CDC; these estimates are adjusted to national totals by the Alan Guttmacher Institute (AGI) (3, 4) . The AGI national totals are distributed by age, race, Hispanic origin, and by marital status, race and Hispanic origin according to tabulations prepared by CDC's National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion. Estimates of fetal losses are derived from the pregnancy history data collected by the National Survey of Family Growth (NSFG), conducted by CDC/NCHS (1). The most recent NSFG was conducted in 1995 and the fetal loss data are based on the proportions of pregnancies during the previous 5 years that ended in fetal loss. These proportions are applied to the actual numbers of live births in each population subgroup (by age and race) for each year to yield estimates of fetal losses that are summed to a national total. The proportions of pregnancies ending in fetal loss by age and race have been quite stable; therefore the proportions based on the 1995 NSFG have been used for the 1996 and 1997 rates in this report. Declines in pregnancy rates linked to changing attitudes, better contraception, and economic opportunity
Pregnancy
In reviewing the declines in pregnancy, birth, and abortion rates for women in general and for teenagers in particular, it may be useful to consider several possible factors (1, (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) (11) (12) . One is changing attitudes towards premarital sexual activity. Many public and private efforts have focused teenagers' attention on the importance of pregnancy prevention through abstinence and responsible behavior (10) . Another is the introduction of new, easier to use effective birth control methods adopted by some sexually active teenagers. Third is the long economic expansion in the 1990's, increasing economic opportunity for teenagers as well as older women. Economic opportunity may have given teenagers a reason to more highly value education and work (12) . If appropriate services helped some teenagers to attain their new goals, this may help explain the decline in teenage pregnancy rates, as more teenagers were able to avoid early pregnancy and to attain their educational and occupational goals in a growing economy. 1 Rates computed by relating the number of events to women of all ages to women aged 15-44 years. 2 Rates computed by relating the number of events to women under age 15 years to women aged 10-14 years. 3 Rates computed by relating the number of events to women aged 40 years and over to women aged 40-44 years. 4 Spontaneous fetal losses from recognized pregnancies of all gestational periods as reported by women in the 1995 National Survey of Family Growth conducted by the National Center for Health Statistics. The rate of fetal loss depends on the degree to which losses at very early gestations are detected. See text and reference 1 for more information. 5 Includes all persons of Hispanic origin of any race.
NOTE: Due to rounding, figures may not add to totals. 
